
Grant Summaries 
(Mini Grants October 2018-February 2019) 

 

 
Churchill Junior High School – Palette Literary Magazine 
Lauren LeClaire 
Palette, an extracurricular activity with 70 students actively participating, is a creative 

collaboration, blending together the talent, imagination and personality of the artists at 

Churchill Junior High School. It is a haven for young minds and artistic personalities, where 

creativity is limitless and self-expression is revered. Funds from this grant will go toward the 

production of a final product – a professional quality published literary magazine, designed, 

written, edited, and produced completely by the students who participate in Palette.  

Hammarskjold Middle School – HearBuilder 
Michelle Cieslak 

This grant will allow for the purchase of HearBuilder, a technology program that will benefit 
students receiving speech-language services at Hammarskjold. The HearBuilder Collection 
consists of four award-winning titles: Following Directions, Phonological Awareness, Auditory 
Memory, and Sequencing. HearBuilder technology gives students access to research-based, 
interactive programs that can be used on a tablet, laptop or desktop in the classroom, media 
center, computer lab, and at home. Each program offers multi-level activities with progress 
monitoring reports that make it possible for educators and administrators to track student 
growth over time.  

Hammarskjold Middle School – The Memory Project 
Antonia Germanos  

As per its website, “The Memory Project is a charitable nonprofit organization that invites art 
teachers, art students, and solo artists to help cultivate global kindness by creating portraits for 
children around the world who have faced substantial challenges, such as violence, war, 
extreme poverty, neglect, and loss of parents. Our participants create these portraits to help 
children feel valued and important, to know that many people care about their well-being, and 
to provide a special childhood memory in the future. Since 2004 the project has created more 
than 130,000 portraits for children in 47 countries.” Funding from this grant will make it 
possible for the 24 members of the HMS National Junior Art Honor Society and their advisor to 
participate in The Memory Project. Through their participation students will realize that art can 
be used to create positive change in the world.   
 
Irwin - Multisensory Speech Materials 
Alexa Sherman 

This grant will help to obtain multisensory therapeutic materials and activities to meet the 
needs of diverse learners during pull-out speech therapy sessions and functional assessments. 
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These activities will motivate students, while strengthening their speech and language skills in a 
variety of target areas with the ultimate goal being to improve each student’s ability to 
communicate effectively. 

Memorial – Learning with Different Books 
Stephanie Barron, Elina Grinshpun, Stephanie Buckel, Marisa Perillo, Alyson Daley, Carly 
Ponzio, Lisa Citron, Lauren Staats  

The goal of this grant is to support and extend learning in all areas of the fourth grade 
curriculum, especially English Language Arts and Social Studies. While textbooks tend to bury 
readers in a series of events and dates, biographies bring history to life. With grant funds the 
“Who Was, Who Is, and Where Were” books will be purchased for Memorial’s fourth grade 
classrooms. These books spotlight the lives of famous people and places in a story-telling 
format. Historical information is presented in engaging relatable ways that makes children 
connect to what they are learning and better retain the information. A final project where 
students will create their own “Who Was” themed books will be incorporated into their non-
fiction writing. Their stories will then be shared with their grade level peers at a “Non-Fiction 
Book Fair.” 

Memorial - Learning Through Play 
Alissa Ferrante 

The goal of this grant is to ensure kindergarten children lots of opportunities to learn and 
socialize through play. Grant funds will allow for the purchase of a variety of developmentally 
appropriate, multi-sensory, building manipulatives that will encourage students to work and 
play cooperatively to help them grow and develop socially and emotionally as well as 
academically.  Young students pay more attention to academic tasks when they are given 
frequent, brief opportunities for play. Learning Through Play will give every child in our diverse 
kindergarten population a feeling of success. 

Central - Making Our Mark with a Dry Erase Table 
Elizabeth Stankiewicz, Katie Fabiano 
 
Grant funds will provide a dry erase, horseshoe table for each kindergarten classroom. From 
the morning routine to the afternoon closure, the dry erase tables will provide an additional 
means for students with diverse needs to safely communicate with both their peers and their 
teacher. Students will look forward to entering their classroom each morning looking for the 
greeting and activity to respond to on the dry erase table. Students will practice writing sight 
words, react to small group lessons through drawings, answer math questions and problems, 
improve sentence structure, and write their own questions to challenge their classmates. 
During small group instruction, students who are not confident enough to respond orally will 
feel safe doing so in writing. Students will participate in activities across all academic areas in a 
fun and engaging way with differentiated support from the teacher.  

 




